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IITA and Washington University in St. Louis aim to jointly 
tackle poverty, hunger, and youth unemployment 
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L-R: IITA Director General, Dr Nteranya Sanginga; the Advisor to the Chancellor and 
Director of Africa Initiative, Washington University in St. Louis, Benjamin Ola Akande; and 
Chancellor, Washington University in St. Louis, Mark S. Wrighton.

IITA and the Washington University 
in St. Louis (WUSTL) are exploring 
areas of collaboration that would 
address poverty, hunger, and youth 
unemployment in Africa.

The plan is to leverage on the strengths 
and expertise of the two institutions 
to solve vexing constraints to Africa’s 
development.

The resolve for a joint approach was 
made during a visit by Dr Nteranya 
Sanginga, IITA Director General, to 
WUSTL in the US where he met the 
management of the University.

During the visit, Sanginga held strategic 
meetings and discussions with Daniel 
Bentle, Director of the Center of 
Experiential Learning of Olin Business 
School; James Wertsch, Director of 
the McDonnell International Scholars 
Academy; Kurt Dirks, Vice Chancellor 
for International Affairs; Himadri 
Pakrasi, from Plant Science; Benjamin 
Ola Akande, Advisor to the Chancellor 
and Director of Africa Initiative; and the 
Chancellor, Mark S. Wrighton.

WUSTL prides itself among the world’s 
leaders in teaching, research, patient 
care, and service to society. The 
university is committed to learning and 
exploration, discovery, and impact. 

A member of CGIAR, IITA is the biggest 
international agriculture research 
center in Africa that is committed 
to agricultural transformation and a 
food-secure Africa by leveraging on 
the power of science and technology. 
The center gained global reputation 
for its breakthrough in the biological 
control of cassava mealybug, 
biological control of aflatoxins, and the 

development of improved varieties of 
banana/plantain, cassava, cowpea, 
maize, soybean, and yam. IITA’s new 
research initiatives include addressing 
youth unemployment using the power 
of science.

Sanginga said “IITA is excited to partner 
with the Washington University in St. 
Louis in solving global challenges.”

Besides the broader context of poverty, 
hunger, and unemployment, the two 
institutions will be focusing on some 
specific areas such as the engagement 
of youth in agribusiness, linking food 
nutrition and public health, and taking 
advantage of WUSTL’s current work on 

health issues and strength in medicine 
activities across the continent. The two 
institutions will also delve into areas 
such as understanding the nexus 
between Food, Energy, and Water. 
There is a proposed focus on nitrogen 
fixation in cereals and cyanobacteria, 
and the linkage between the science of 
discovery and application. 

The IITA and WUSTL collaboration fits 
into IITA’s refreshed strategy of lifting 
11 million people out of poverty and 
reclaiming 7.5 hectares of degraded 
land. But more importantly, it aligns 
with the United States’ commitment to 
reducing poverty and helping people 
to progress.
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs representative with IITA team.

IITA launches automation project

Foreign Affairs ministry team open IITA vehicle bidding 
exercise 

To enhance efficient and effective work 
processes leading to a higher level 
of staff productivity in the Institute, 
IITA Director General Nteranya 
Sanginga on 6 July launched the 
high-priority automation project. The 
launch ceremony took place at IITA 
headquarters in Ibadan, Nigeria.

The automation project has been 
put in place to systematize business 
process workflow through enterprise-

wide integration, streamline the 
chart of accounts to support 
IITA operational requirements, 
and develop operational and 
management reports. It also aims to 
implement general IT controls, build 
internal capacity to support and 
maintain the resulting automated 
environment, upgrade the Oracle 
EBS technology stack, streamline 
business processes, and implement 
new modules/features not currently 

implemented to increase operational 
efficiencies. 

The automation project will start with 
the Finance Office, Supply Chain, 
Payroll, M&E, PDAU, and HR, and later 
extend to other units.

This project is expected to run for 12 
months and is headed by the DDG, 
Special Duties, Akuffo-Akoto Kwame 
with a  technical team made up of 
representatives from the involved units.

To ensure appropriate processes 
are adhered to in the disposal of the 
Institute’s obsolete vehicles, a team of 
two officials of the Nigerian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs met with IITA officials in 
Ibadan on 9–10 July.  The visit provided 
the visitors the opportunity to embark 
on a short tour of IITA-Ibadan to get 
better acquainted with the Institute’s 
facilities.

The team, led by Foreign Service Officer 
Yaro Rinjaya Matims, was received by 
Hilde Koper-Limbourg, IITA Deputy 
Director General, Corporate Services 
(DDG-CS). Joining Koper-Limbourg 
at the welcome program were the 
Resource Mobilization, Protocol and 
External Liaison Manager Toyin Oke, 
and Head, Facilities Management 
Services,  Waheed Quader. The DDG-
CS gave an overview of IITA’s activities 
and emphasized the importance of 
working with national bodies: “We 
work a lot with national bodies and 
we appreciate their commitment in 
facilitating and promoting IITA’s goals.” 

Speaking on behalf of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Rinjaya said, “Indeed 
seeing is believing. After seeing all 
you do here, we now have a different 
perspective about IITA. We commend 
IITA in the way you work and all the 
things you do.”   

Mohammed Baba Lawal added: “With 
the instruction from the National Security 

Adviser of the Federal Government 
to limit the issuance of diplomatic 
number plates, we promise to try and 
attend to requests that come from IITA 
provided the requests go through the 
required processes.”

Quader explained the need for vehicle 
maintenance: “Presently in IITA, we 
have 95 project vehicles which work 
on specific tasks. Maintaining the 
vehicles is highly important, but there 

is the need to dispose of old ones to 
reduce unnecessary expenses, hence 
the need for the bidding exercise.”

The team was taken on a tour of 
IITA facilities before the opening 
of the bidding process, which was 
conducted by the Institute’s Disposal 
Committee. Lawal said: “We are 
honored to be part of this year’s 
opening. You have truly done it the 
right way.”
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IITA-Nairobi hosted a workshop on 
genome editing in plants, 19 to 20 
June. They organized this workshop 
in collaboration with Iowa State 
University (ISU), USA under the BREAD 
project: Genome-enabled Platforms 
for Yam. The resource persons from 
both IITA and ISU shared advances 
on the basics and developments 
in CRISPR/Cas9-based genome-
editing technologies achieved in their 
laboratories.

Training workshop on plant genome editing: From 
design to analysis

Seed health experts from Burundi and Rwanda visit 
Tanzania to learn about cassava seed systems 

The workshop included presentations 
from leading experts as well as hands-
on training on design and delivery of 
genome editing reagents (CRISPR/
Cas9) delivery into cells of banana 
and yam, and molecular analysis of 
genome edited plants. 

The CEO of the National Biosafety 
Authority presented the regulatory 
framework for genome editing in 
Kenya. The workshop was attended 

The Tanzania Official Seed Certification 
Institute (TOSCI) and the Tanzania 
Agricultural Research Institute (TARI), 
supported by IITA and Mennonite 
Economic Development Associates 
(MEDA), have made great strides 
in establishing a commercial seed 
system for cassava in the country. They 
are leading in the region, bringing their 
counterparts from Rwanda and Burundi 
to learn from their experience as they 
seek to set up their own systems. 

Cassava, in the Great Lakes Region of 
Eastern and Central Africa, has been 
devastated by successive waves of 
virus diseases since the 1990s. This 
started with severe cassava mosaic 
disease (CMD), followed several years 
later by the pandemic of cassava brown 
streak disease (CBSD).

To revive the crop’s production in 
Tanzania and protect the income and 
food security of millions of farmers, 

new disease-resistant varieties have 
been developed and systems for rapid 
multiplication of virus-free planting 
material established. A brand-new 
seed certification system has also been 
written into the Seed Act and a new 
cadre of cassava seed entrepreneurs 
(CSEs) are engaged in the commercial 
production of high quality planting 
material across the country. 

The visit to Tanzania was held 8-14 July. 

Participants of the Plant Genome Editing workshop.

by about 30 participants representing 
various research institutions and 
regulatory agencies, and from different 
countries including Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Nigeria, and Uganda.

The participants were encouraged as 
the workshop had equipped them with 
relevant skills, which would enable 
them to apply the most advanced 
genome editing technologies to their 
own research on crop improvement. 
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or Katherine Lopez (k.lopez@cgiar.org) and Uzoma Agha (u.agha@cgiar.org) for headquarters and Western Africa,  
Jeffrey T. Oliver (j.oliver@cgiar.org) for Southern Africa, Catherine Njuguna (c.njuguna@cgiar.org) for Eastern Africa,  

and David Ngome (d.ngome@cgiar.org) for Central Africa.

It was sponsored by a recently initiated 
project financed by the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) and coordinated by IITA, which 
aims to strengthen cassava seed 
systems in Burundi and Rwanda. 
During the mission, seed producers, 
researchers, and seed certification 
officers from each of the two countries 
spent several days interacting with 
colleagues in Tanzania through 
meetings, institutional visits, and field 
exercises. 

The team visited IITA’s East African 
hub in Mikocheni, Dar es Salaam, and 
learned about the origins of the clean 
cassava seed work in Tanzania and 
how seed certification by TOSCI was 
facilitating the establishment of CSE 
businesses producing high-quality 
planting material. 

Their next stop was Kibaha Research 
Institute where virus-free tissue culture 
cassava plantlets are hardened and 
rapidly propagated using two-node 
cuttings in insect-proof screenhouses 
as part of the pre-basic stage of seed 
production. They were received and 
hosted by the institute’s Officer-in-
Charge, Dr Kiddo Mtunda.

A visit to TOSCI’s HQ in Morogoro gave 
the visiting team an opportunity to see 
the excellent progress made by the 
Institute in incorporating certification 
guidelines for vegetatively propagated 
crops into the Seed Act and their routine 
seed certification work using TOSCI 
staff and authorized seed inspectors. 
In addition, new work supported by the 
BEST Cassava Project is reinforcing 
human and physical capacity for virus 
testing and establishing electronic 
certification using Cassava Seed 
Tracker™. 

The team also had an opportunity to try 
out the cassava certification system in 
field sites around Morogoro. Differences 
between CBSD assessment results 
of TOSCI inspectors compared with 
visiting colleagues, who practiced 
scoring the same plants, showed that 

teams in Rwanda and Burundi need 
further training on CBSD symptom 
recognition. Such a training is planned 
under the auspices of the IFAD CBSD 
control project. On their way back to 
Dar es Salaam, the team visited healthy 
cassava seed propagation sites of 
CSEs in Bagamoyo District. 

The group noted that one of 
the key challenges facing seed 
certification agencies in the region 
is the harmonization of standards. 
Team members also agreed that 
opportunities to share learning between 
countries are hugely important, and 
that a key outcome of this visit should 
be a plan for seed certification and 
research institutions to engage more 
closely with the regional bodies, so that 
improved ways of operating can be 
shared and applied region-wide. If this 
can be achieved and linked with other 
control activities, there is great hope 
for a lasting solution to the cassava 
virus disease menace, not just in East 
and Central Africa, but throughout 
the cassava-producing areas of the 
continent. 

Acting Director, Seed Inspection and 
Laboratory Services Unit of Rwanda 
Agriculture Board (RAB), Beatrice 
Niyokwizigirwa expressed appreciation, 
stating: “We learned how to rapidly 
multiply cassava and how TOSCI does 
the certification of cassava seeds. In 
my country, it is not mandatory to certify 
cassava seed, but this will change 
soon as we have a draft for a cassava 
seed systems and cassava seed 
standards. Soon they will be approved. 
We also learned how to identify CMD 
and CBSD. These diseases are a big 
problem in my country.”

Bigamy Mane, Commissioner 
of Quality Seed and Sales and 
Marketing at National Seed Producers, 
COPROPSEBU in Burundi, reiterated 
the same thoughts, adding: “I have 
also seen how MEDA and IITA are 
supporting seed multipliers. We are 
ready to receive new varieties from IITA 
that were assembled from the region 
through the 5CP project. We will also 
work closely with ISABU on certification 
to ensure the production of disease-
free cassava seed in Burundi.” 

Visitors from Rwanda and Burundi testing out TOSCI’s cassava certification protocol.
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IITA co-hosts Food Systems workshop in Abuja

Dr Tarawali delivering the welcome remarks.

IITA in collaboration with Wageningen 
University & Research (WUR), 
Netherlands, recently coorganized a 
two-day stakeholder workshop on Food 
Systems for Healthier Diets (FSHD) in 
Nigeria, under the CGIAR Research 
Program on Agriculture for Nutrition 
and Health (A4NH). The workshop 
took place on 2–3 July in the Nigerian 
capital, Abuja. 

The A4NH Nigeria Country Leader 
and IITA Senior Food and Nutrition 
Scientist Busie Maziya-Dixon, 
welcomed guests and participants on 
behalf of the organizing committee. 
She highlighted the importance of the 
workshop and the significance of food 
systems in the promotion of heathier 
diets and achievement of nutritional 
goals in Nigeria. She said that the 
workshop sessions were designed to 
be intellectually engaging as well as 
interactive and therefore, encouraged 
active participation and contributions 
from the participants.

The Head of IITA-Abuja Station, 
Gbassey Tarawali, delivered the 
welcome remarks and said: “Despite 
the tremendous achievements of IITA 
in contributing towards food security 
and income generation for African 
farmers, these efforts are considered 
inadequate unless beneficiaries are 
assured of improved food, nutrition, and 
healthier diets. Devising ways in which 
agriculture can address household 
dietary gaps is therefore paramount in 
any research-for-development agenda 
to come up with innovations and policy 
interventions that can facilitate diet 
transformation in Nigeria and Africa at 
large.”

Maziya-Dixon initiated the workshop 
session with a presentation on 
“Agriculture for Nutrition and Health 
(A4NH) Research Program and 
A4NH Food Systems for Healthier 
Diets Program for Nigeria.” She 
highlighted the strategic goal of A4NH 
and pointed out that the research 
program seeks to maximize the health 
and nutritional benefits of the poor 
through agricultural development by 
identifying, developing, and supporting 
synergies between agriculture, health, 
and nutrition. She said that despite a 
decline in the prevalence of stunting in 

recent decades in Nigeria, malnutrition 
levels are still high in relation to global 
standards, with the country still off 
course in meeting four of the global 
nutrition targets set by the World Health 
Assembly (WHA) for 2025. 

In her presentation on “Addressing 
diets and nutrition using a food systems 
approach,” Senior Advisor on Food 
Security and Nutrition to the Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural Development 
in Nigeria, Dr Adeyinka Onabolu, 
indicated that the approach has some 
beneficial effects in terms of shifting 
policy attention from individual behavior 
to include social and environmental 
determinants of health. She further 
remarked that the Food Systems 
initiative is firmly entrenched in the 
Government’s Agricultural Sector Food 
Security and Nutrition Strategy 2016–
2025. 

Dr Elise Talsma from WUR spoke 
on “Determining the dietary gap in 
the four A4NH countries through 
living standards and measurement 
survey data.” Her presentation gave a 
detailed account of what constitutes an 
adequate diet. 

Other key presentations made were 
on “Drivers of change for accessible, 

nutritious, and sustainable food” and 
“Food Systems foresight” by Thom 
Achterbosch with Tomas Morley, both 
of WUR. Through a series of scenario 
analysis, it was shown that structural 
change in agriculture and food system 
transformation are important elements 
in diet change in Nigeria.

The workshop was attended by 
representatives from the Federal Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(FMARD), Nigerian Institute of Social 
and Economic Research (NISER), 
National Horticultural Research 
Institute (NIHORT), the Embassy of 
the Netherlands, WUR, Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO), IITA, 
the Global Alliance for Improved 
Nutrition (GAIN), Dangote Foundation, 
International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI), Federal University of 
Agriculture Abeokuta (FUNAAB), and 
a host of other local and international 
NGOs.

Representatives of the Dutch Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, including the 
representative of the Dutch Government 
in the CGIAR System Office who were 
on a scoping study in Nigeria, attended 
the second day of the workshop and 
participated in the panel discussion.
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