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IAA Trains 147 Livestock Farmers in Agro-
Veterinary Products/Vaccines Handling, Storage and
Inoculation in Livestock and Livestock Management

USAID through i ts  Feed the Future Niger ia Integrated Agr iculture Act iv i ty
cont inue to support  smal lholder farmers in Adamawa and Borno States.  On the
8th and 9th of December 2021 ,  the Act iv i ty  through one of the implementing
partners ,   Internat ional  Crops Research Inst i tute for  the Semi-Ar id Tropics
( ICRISAT) t rained 147 l ivestock farmers in agro-veter inary products/vaccines
handl ing,  storage and inoculat ion in l ivestock and l ivestock management.  The
train ing took place in Fufore,  Yola South LGA of Adamawa; and Bayo and Shani
LGA of Borno state.  

Part ic ipants ,  under the faci l i tat ion of Veter inary Technologist ,  Sa’adu Usman,
learnt  the class i f icat ion of drugs based on their  funct ions in l ivestock
management -  ant ibiot ics ,  ant i fungal ,  ant iprotozoans,  ant ihelmint ic drugs,
analgesics ,  poison ant idotes,  dis infectant and ant isept ics drug res istance as
wel l  as factors inf luencing drug-res istance.  They were also taught general  ru les
of drug administ rat ion in l ivestock management,  precaut ion on drug
administ rat ion in l ivestock management,  inoculat ion in l ivestock 

Classroom sessions at the Livestock Management Training in 
Yola South Local Government Area, Adamawa State



4

Participants asking questions during the interactive sessions in Fufore Local Government Area, Adamawa State.

management alongside common ant ibiot ic drugs of veter inary importance. Also,
the attendees were exposed to vaccines and vaccinat ion in l ivestock,  routes of
vaccines administ rat ion and type of vaccines,  worm-expel lers ,  thermometers ,
needles ,  and syr inge usage.

The classroom sess ions provided part ic ipants with the opportunity  to ask the
faci l i tators var ied quest ions on the rear ing and car ing for  domest icated
animals.  The train ing concluded with pract ical  sess ions wherein part ic ipants
worked on l ive animals .  

Lead Veterinary Technologist, Sa'adu Usman explains to participants signs
and symptoms of some livestock diseases during the practicals.
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with the preferred var iety.

Ms.  Teneke admits  that the Act iv i ty ’s

efforts  at  providing increased access

to qual i ty  agr icultural  inputs for

farmers in Niger ia ’s  northeast have

brought changes into her l i fe and

fami ly .  Not only  has she become a

better  r ice farmer,  but the 7-f igure

income real ized from r ice farming has

also enabled her to erect a 2-

bedroom apartment in her v i l lage.  Her

res i l ience and remarkable support

from the Act iv i ty  have spurred her

husband and chi ldren into owning and

benefi t t ing from their  r ice farmlands.

She looks forward to more

partnerships with the Feed the Future

Niger ia Integrated Agr iculture Act iv i ty

in the coming years.

of  her plants to f looding.  She

recovered just  1½  bags on a 50x50m

plot of  land and moved into dry

season farming.  Again,  she lost  her

crops to drought but narrowly

redeemed her 25ki logrammes of seed

to the Act iv i ty .

Regardless of  her losses,  the Act iv i ty

remained support ive by providing the

determined farmer with seeds again

in 2021!  By the end of the dry season

harvest  in  2021 ,  Ms.  Teneke had

mult ip l ied her seeds on two hectares

of land.  Whi le the expectat ion was

60-100bags,  she harvested 240 bags

of r ice.  She has become a renowned

seed producer in her local

government and beyond,  especial ly  

Mrs. Teneke gladly shows off her full rice barn



She was fortunate to be selected

among the few community-based

seed producers t rained by the Act iv i ty

and the Nat ional  Agr icultural  Seeds

Counci l  (NASC) in improved seed

product ion and market ing techniques.

Ms.  Teneke was part icular ly  attracted

to the Faro 61  var iety which the

Act iv i ty  suppl ied to al l  the

Community-Based Seed Producers.

She descr ibed the var iety as not just

rare but also unique in terms of i ts

length and how much i t  t i l lers .  That

same year ,  she was given

25ki logrammes of r ice seeds for

mult ip l icat ion.  Despite fol lowing al l

the st ipulated agronomic pract ices

for  cult ivat ing the crop,  she lost  most 

IAA’s Support for a Farmer’s Resilience
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Mrs.   Vast ina Nashe Teneke is  not a

stranger to farming.  At 7-years-old,

Grandma Teneke had her port ion on

her father ’s  farmland with which she

grew vegetables.  As a 58-year-old

with a master ’s  degree in Wi ld l i fe

Conservat ion,  Mrs.  Teneke

understands that farming is  a

seasonal  business that requires

enormous tenacity  to have a great

harvest .  

In  2020, when Feed the Future

Niger ia Integrated Agr iculture Act iv i ty

v is i ted her community  in Demsa Local

Government Area of Adamawa State

to conduct t rain ing on r ice farming,

she decided to focus major ly  on the

crop. 



Multiplying
IAA’s

Opportunities:
Voro’s Maize

Story
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Not everyone understands the process
of t ransforming a seed of maize into
a cob. As an exper ienced maize
farmer,  Nathaniel  Voro,  38,  seems to
have mastered the art  of  mult ip ly ing
maize seeds as wel l  as opportunit ies.
Voro was pr iv i leged to attend two
Feed the Future Integrated
Agriculture Act iv i ty  t rain ing on
improved agr icultural  pract ices.
Afterwards,  as a lead farmer,  he
received two 5kg seed bags (Sammaz
15 and 27) to plant on the
demonstrat ion plot  (demo-plot)  being
managed by him. With other k inds of
maize seeds,  Voro would normal ly
harvest  7-8 bags but with st r ict
compl iance to the pract ices learnt ,
he got 17 bags.  
 

L ike other farmers ,  Voro’s  story did
not terminate in having a bount i fu l
harvest .  From the money real ized by
sel l ing some of h is  harvest  produce,
Voro purchased a water pump in
preparat ion for  the dry season r ice
farming.  Ult imately ,  he bought a new
maize threshing machine which he
leases out to other farmers at  N300
per bag. Now, farmers in Lawaru,  a
suburb in Demsa Local  Government
Area of Adamawa State knock on his
door for  h is  thresher.

Voro’s  greatest  joy l ies in the
enrolment of h is  f i rst  chi ld in a
pr ivate school  in  a nearby ci ty .  This
happened because he had enough
income from his  harvest  to invest  in
his  chi ld.  He hopes that he makes
more money next farming season so
that he can enrol l  h is  other two
chi ldren in pr ivate schools .  More
important ly ,  he wishes h is  connect ion
with the Act iv i ty  stays st rong.

Voro's newly acquired thresher and water pump

Voro's family and some of the bags of maize
harvested
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Becoming More
Economically Relevant


Not everyone understands the process
of t ransforming a seed of maize into
a cob. As an exper ienced maize
farmer,  Nathaniel  Voro,  38,  seems to
have mastered the art  of  mult ip ly ing
maize seeds as wel l  as opportunit ies.
Voro was pr iv i leged to attend two
Feed the Future Integrated
Agriculture Act iv i ty  t rain ing on
improved agr icultural  pract ices.
Afterwards,  as a lead farmer,  he
received two 5kg seed bags (Sammaz
15 and 27) to plant on the
demonstrat ion plot  (demo-plot)  being
managed by him. With other k inds of
maize seeds,  Voro would normal ly
harvest  7-8 bags but with st r ict
compl iance to the pract ices learnt ,
he got 17 bags.  

The many efforts  of  Feed the Future
Niger ia Integrated Agr iculture Act iv i ty
in ass ist ing smal lholder farmers to
achieve increased agr iculture
product ion and product iv i ty  has been
quite remarkable s ince Ju ly  2019 when
the Act iv i ty  made i ts  debut in
Adamawa and the Borno States.
However ,  the Act iv i ty ’s  performance is
not l imited to smal lholder farmers
alone,  as i t  has also contr ibuted to
support ing increased income and
improved nutr i t ional  status of farmers
along with encouraging part ic ipat ion
of youth,  women and other vulnerable
actors in commercial  agr ibusiness and
other non-farm enterpr ises.

As a result   of  the Act iv i ty ’s  numerous
intervent ions,  30-year-old Mohammed
Bashir  was pr iv i leged to benef i t  f rom
the non-farm enterpr ises ’  scheme. An
indigene of Gudun-Miya v i l lage in
Song LGA of Adamawa State,
Mohammed works as Vulcanizer .
Before gett ing trained by the Act iv i ty ,
Mohammed earned about N700 –
N1 ,000 on dai ly  basis  and up to
N2,000 on market days;  money that
could barely  sustain the secondary
school  cert i f icate holder.

Between March and May 2021 ,
Mohammed along with 24 other young
people from his  LGA enrol led in a
vocat ional  sk i l l s  apprent iceship
train ing under a Mechanic Master
Trainer who special izes in repair ing
motorcycles ,  water pumps and power
generators.  With a lot  of  hard work ,
Mohammed acquired the technical
sk i l l s  to f ix  power generators ,
motorcycles as wel l  as water pumps.

Unl ike before,  Mohammed’s source of
income is  no longer l imited to his
vulcanizer  job where he earns a
meagre income. Apart  f rom
vulcaniz ing,  he is  h ighly  sought after
for  h is  abi l i ty  to repair  motorcycles ,
water pumps and generators.
Interest ingly ,  h is  average dai ly
income now stands at between
N3,000 and N6,000. This  amount
increases on market days and fest ive
per iods.  Not only  does he make more
now, but Mohammed is  also able to
save between N18,000 to N20,000
monthly .  According to Mohammed,
Feed the Future Niger ia Integrated
Agriculture Act iv i ty  has helped him to
be more economical ly  re levant to
society and more responsible for  the
needs of h is  fami ly .

Mohammed at his generator workshop



The Feed the Future Nigeria Integrated Agriculture Activity (IAA) issued
under the US Government's Global Food Security Act was awarded by USAID
Nigeria to the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and its
partners in July 2019 towards the economic recovery of North-East Nigeria,
in the wake of the devastation caused by the ongoing insurgency in the region.
The Activity supports vulnerable populations in 12 Local Government Areas
of Adamawa and Borno states to re-engage in basic farming activities and
aims to advance the objectives of inclusive and sustainable agriculture-led
economic growth, strengthened resilience among people and systems, and a
well-nourished population, especially among women and children in targeted
locations. 

To achieve these objectives, the Activity works with a coalition of public and
private sector partners to facilitate improved agro-input and extension
advisory services to serve vulnerable populations; strengthen the institutions
that form the market system and the networks that serve small holder
farmers disenfranchised by conflict; and facilitate the engagement of youth
and women in economic and entrepreneurial activities

A B O U T  T H E  A C T I V I T Y

Prakash Kant Silwal


