






IITA Collaborates with Licensees to Enable Production and Distribution of IITA Bred Soybean Varieties in Africa

IITA through its research activities has succeeded in breeding various soybean varieties with traits which have a positive outcome on yield, drought, disease and pest tolerance, protein and oil content.

To ensure that these products are available for farmers’ use, in 2023, IITA signed exclusive licenses with 5 (five) organisations from the public and private sectors to register and commercialize the varieties. 

IITA does not have the mandate to register and commercialize crop varieties for farmers’ use. The Institute consequently needs to engage National Agricultural Research Systems (NARS) or private seed companies, which in turn seek exclusivity incentives to justify their investment. As a market for each product does not yet exist in each of the relevant territories, investments in market development and business model innovation necessitate protection of the licensees. The exclusivity is limited in duration for an initial term of 5 (five) years and limited to specific territories for each licensee. 

Licensees will register, produce foundation and certified seed, and market and distribute the products in the defined territories which will help maximize accessibility and impact of the products.

To ensure that the objectives of the agreements are met regarding production and dissemination, IITA collaborates with the licensees to register the products with national seed authorities, adhering to regulations specified for the respective countries.  This involves providing value for cultivation and use (VCU) data, distinctness, uniformity, and stability (DUS) data as well as preparing and defending variety release proposals before in-country variety release committees.

In addition, IITA supports the licensees in the creation and distribution of communication materials at community, district, and national levels, and to promote the products through various channels such as demonstration plots, radio and TV programs, brochures, and pamphlets.  IITA also assists the licensees in training various stakeholders, including public extension officers, and farmers’ organizations representatives.

Under the licensing agreements, licensees must actively promote the products in the territories and furnish IITA with production and marketing information.

The licensing agreements include research exemptions, ensuring that the products remain accessible in all countries for non-commercial research conducted by public sector organizations in alignment with the CGIAR Vision. The agreements also include emergency exemptions, ensuring that the products remain accessible in all countries during national or regional food security emergencies.

Specific details on the products and licensees are provided below.

Licensee - Pharudi & Mazereku Pty Limited
Pharudi & Mazereku Pty Limited is a small to medium sized, company based in Botswana. The company intends to help farmers in Botswana access high quality seeds of legumes, cereals and vegetables. The company targets farmers in remote parts of Botswana that are not being served by the bigger companies.

Product(s) - TGx2014-16FM and TGx2033-27G2 are soybean varieties bred by the IITA breeding team in Zambia. TGx2014-16FM, a medium maturing (97 days) variety, with an average height of 85.8 cm and yields on average 2.6 t/ha, with a protein content of 41.4% and oil content of 22.6%. TGx2033-27G2, also a medium maturing (112 days) variety, with an average height of 70 cm, good tolerance to soybean rust, yielding 2.5 t/ha, with protein content of 40.1% and oil content of 22%.

Territory - Botswana.


Licensee – Namibia Institute of Seeds (NIOS). 
NIOS is a small sized Namibian owned seed company established in 2018, exclusively operating in Namibia. It focuses on preserving local genetic materials through seed production, marketing and distribution in collaboration with farmers. Working in selected areas of Kavango East and West, Ohangwena, Oshikoto, and Omusati Regions, NIOS registers farmers as seed growers at agreed contractual prices. The company provides training and supplies seeds to farmers, conducts field inspections, and collects seeds at designated points using lead farmers as intermediaries. The sourced seeds are processed for wider distribution across Namibia.

Product(s) – TGx2014-16FM and TGx1991-22F are soybean varieties bred by the IITA breeding team in Zambia. TGx2014-16FM is a medium maturing (97 days) variety, with an average height of 85.8 cm and yields on average 2.6 t/ha, with a protein content of 41.4% and oil content of 22.6%. TGx1991-22F is also a medium maturing (102 days) variety, with an average height of 64.1 cm, good tolerance to soybean rust, yielding 2.5 t/ha, with protein content of 39.6% and oil content of 21.1%. These varieties are owned by IITA, with the licensee having commercialization rights. 

Territory – Namibia


Licensee – Zambia Agriculture Research Institute
ZARI is an agricultural research institute that falls under the Ministry of Agriculture in Zambia. The institute conducts agricultural research with a primary focus on developing production technologies suitable for all farmer types, and diverse farming environments. Special emphasis is placed on small scale and emergent farmers, who often have limited access to information on existing technologies.

Product(s) – TGX2000-112GZ is a soybean variety bred by the IITA breeding team in Zambia. TGX2000-112GZ is a medium maturing (97 days) variety, with an average height of 85.8 cm and yields on average 2.6 t/ha, with a protein content of 41.4% and oil content of 22.6%. This variety is owned by IITA, with the licensee having commercialization rights. 

Territory – Zambia

Licensee – YSJ Nigeria Limited
YSJ Limited was founded in July 2009, with the aim to improve Nigeria’s agricultural sector, focusing on addressing the challenge of seed production. The company’s mission includes providing high quality seeds with drought tolerance, adapting to changing ecosystems and climate. Additionally, the company prioritizes women development and empowerment, facilitating independent income generation and promoting gender equality in society. The company offers a wide range of top-quality seeds for various crops such as soybeans, cashew nuts, shea nuts, yams, and locust seeds, relying heavily on in-licensing products for its business growth. The company operates in Nigeria, Ghana, Mali, Burkina Faso.

Product(s) – TGX 2029-53F and TGX 1951-4F are soybean varieties bred by the IITA breeding team in Nigeria. TGX 2029-53F is a medium maturing (97 days) variety, with an average height of 85.8 cm and yields on average 2.6 t/ha, with a protein content of 41.4% and oil content of 22.6%. TGX 1951-4F is also a medium maturing (102 days) variety, with an average height of 64.1 cm, good tolerance to soybean rust, yielding 2.5 t/ha, with protein content of 39.6% and oil content of 21.1%. These varieties are owned by IITA, with the licensee having commercialization rights.

Territory - Nigeria, Ghana, Mali, Burkina Faso.


Licensee – Tocek Investments Limited t/a Zadzamatura
Zadzamatura, a small to medium sized company based in Zimbabwe was founded after the divestiture of Bayer (formerly Monsanto) in Zimbabwe. With adequate production for seeds and agrochemicals, Zadzamatura serves a broader regional market. As a seed company, it boasts of a production capacity of 10,000 t and a processing capacity of 2,000 t per year. The company offers a wide range of products including soybean, sorghum, wheat, and sugar beans, relying significantly on in-licensed products for business growth. Zadzamatura operates in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mozambique, Botswana, South Africa, and Angola.

Product(s) – TGx2014-16FM is a soybean variety bred by the IITA breeding team in Zambia. TGx2014-16FM is a medium maturing (97 days) variety, with an average height of 85.8 cm and yields on average 2.6 t/ha, with a protein content of 41.4% and oil content of 22.6%. This variety is owned by IITA, with the licensee having commercialization rights. 

Territory - Zimbabwe, Angola, Mozambique.

