IITA partners with Kenya Agricultural Livestock Research Organization (KALRO) for manufacturing and distribution of Aflasafe KE01 in Kenya
Aflatoxin is a poison that affects approximately 25% of the world’s food supply and disproportionately impacts the poor. Aflatoxins are a major concern because of their acute and chronic health effects on humans and domesticated animals. Moreover, countries lose market opportunities due to their inability to meet aflatoxin standards.
Aflasafe is a revolutionary aflatoxin biocontrol product, developed by IITA and the United States Department of Agriculture – Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) in collaboration with national partners. In Kenya, a product named Aflasafe KE01 is available.
This product reduces the prevalence of aflatoxins in treated maize, sorghum, and groundnut by 80% - 100% from farm to fork. 
The active ingredient (i.e., the non-toxin producing strains of Aspergillus flavus) composing the Aflasafe KE01 product were isolated from soils and maize crops from Kenya collected during 2004-2006[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Probst, C., Ranajit Bandyopadhyay, L. E. Price, P. J. Cotty. 2011. Identification of atoxigenic Aspergillus flavus isolates to reduce aflatoxin contamination of maize in Kenya. Plant Disease 95: 212-218.] 

In Kenya, KALRO is the registrant of Aflasafe KE01 on behalf of the Government of Kenya, IITA, and USDA-ARS. Aflasafe KE01 is authorized for use in maize, sorghum, and groundnuts. KALRO (a public entity) is also the licensed Aflasafe manufacturer, with the manufacturing facility located on KALRO land at Katumani in Machakos County.
IITA initially signed a non-exclusive Technology Transfer and Licensing Agreement with KALRO on 8th September 2018 for a period of 5 years to manufacture, distribute and market Aflasafe KE01 in Kenya. Having performed well over the past five years, IITA renewed the license on an exclusive basis for a further five years till 2028.
The exclusivity granted to KALRO creates incentives and reduces the risks for the organisation to maintain investment in market development for Aflasafe KE01. IITA as a research institution does not have the capacity to undertake widespread manufacturing and distribution of these products in the various markets so that it can reach the farmers for use in growing aflatoxin safe crops. Through exclusive partnerships IITA is able to interest and attract investment by both public and private sector entities for the set-up of Aflasafe manufacturing plants, product marketing and distribution, in addition to raising awareness and conducting sensitization and advocacy campaigns. 

In Kenya, KALRO provided the land upon which the manufacturing plant is built. Several donors provided the funding to construct and equip the factory. IITA provided technical backstopping and supervised the construction as well as the commissioning of the factory. IITA trained KALRO staff and continues to provide technical backstopping to date. The plant is effectively managed by KALRO. Over the past 5 years, KALRO has made significant investments in human and financial resources to get the Aflasafe KE01 plant operational. IITA has also successfully transferred the Aflasafe KE01 technology to KALRO personnel aiding local manufacturing, which has also benefitted the region through production of other Aflasafe products for export in the region (i.e., Burundi, DR Congo, and Uganda).

Aflasafe remains available to the public sector for research and development activities and also available in the event of a food security emergency in furtherance of the CGIAR vision.

KALRO pays license fees to IITA for all products sold from their production. The license fees are primarily meant for backstopping KALRO for product refinement, engineering, and commercialization efforts, and also support the ongoing product development process and refinement of the manufacturing process. IITA also uses a portion of the fees to facilitate Access and Benefits Sharing in the form of capacity building of students, researchers from NARS, and donating mycotoxin quantification equipment, among others.
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